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IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LAROURERS, 


1885. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY HENBY HOWARD MOLYNE0X, 
EARL OF CARNARVON, 

&C., &c., &c., 


LORD LI EUTEN AS T-G EM E 11AL AKD GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 


Mat it please tour Excellenct, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables are in continuation of those 
presented annually since the year 18S0, and are comparable with the statistics on this 
subject published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1S41. 

The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, with his usual kindness, 
furnished the statistics of “harvestmen” travelling over that Company’s lines. The 
returns from the various ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, and 
the information obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers has been procured by 
the enumerators of agricultural statistics. The results are set forth in the following 
statements : — 


Return showing the Number of Labourers who left each of the undermentioned Ports from the 
1st January, 1S85, to the 31st August, lS85,for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 


Posts. 

January. 

February. 

Slarcli. 

April. 

Slay. 


;ju]y. 

Augut. 

Total to 
tbe end of 

Ballina, 

11 

6 

4 

5 

30 

27 

44 

7 

134 

Belfast, 

423 

316 

354 

354 

414 

407 

424 

512 

3,204 

Coleraine, . 

16 

26 

22 

16 

26 

25 

13 

38 

1S2 

Cork, 

4 

8 


10 

10 

15 



47 

Drogheda, . 

15 

18 

18 

18 

18 

54 

25 

14 

ISO 

Dundalk, . 

48 

29 

52 

60 

77 

31 

32 

9 

338 

Galway, 





4 

1 

4 

2 

11 

Greenore, . 

44 

47 

82 

100 

114 

243 

124 

71 

825 

Lame, 

96 

94 

92 

98 

100 

106 

113 

105 

804 

Londonderry, 

21S 

231 

225 

21C 

466 

670 

504 

380 

2,910 

ts'ewry, 

12 


5 

13 

10 

36 

49 

37 

162 

Portrosh, . 

5 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

7 

19 

47 

Sligo, 

51 

48 

77 

101 

284 

60S 

152 

75 

1,596 

Warrcnpoint, 


2 

13 






13 

Waterford, 

16 

8 

17 

13 

13 


22 

28 

139 

Westport, . 

12 

14 

15 

33 

41 

76 

87 

5 

283 

Wexford, . 






31 

2 

1 

34 

Total, 

971 

850 

979 

1,040 

1,610 

2,655 

1,602 

1,303 

10,910 


A 2 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1883. 


The following information has been obtained from the Midland Great Western 
Railway Company : — 

Number of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations during the Season of 1885. 


Station. 

Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 

Poor Law Union. 

County. 

Athlone, 

13 

Athlone, 

Westmeath. 

Bullinasloe, 

254 

Ballinasloe, 

Galway. 

Woodlawn, 

373 

Do. 

Do. 

Athenrv, . 

500 

Loughrea, 

Do. 

Dunamon, . 

38 

Roscommon, 

Do. 

Edgeworth stown, 

41 

Granard, . 

Longford. 

Longford, . 

133 

Longford, . 

Do. 

Diumod, 

48 

Mobil], . 

Leitrim. 

Curricle, 

174 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

Do. 

Bovle, 

162 

Bovle, 

Roscommon. 

Ballyiiiote, . 

1,516 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Sligo, 

103 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Ballvsadaro, 

91 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Edmondstown, . 

7 

Castlereagh, 

Mayo. 

Bailagliadf.rreen, 

2,496 

Do. 

Do. 

Roscommon, 

488 

Roscommon, 

Roscommon. 

Ballvmoe, . 

420 

Gleunamaddy, . 

Galway. 

Castlereagh, 

666 

Castlereagh, 

Roscommon. 

Ballinlough, 

1,107 

Do. 

Do. 

BaUvhnunis, 

3,677 

Claremorris, 

Mayo. 

Claremorria, 

1,517 

Do. 

Do. 

Balia, 

1,188 

Castlebar, . 

Do. 

Manulla, 

15 

Do. 

Do. 

Castlebar, . 

1,219 

Do. 

Do. 

West] tort, . 

1,577 

"Westport, . 

Do. 

Foxford, 

3,043 

SwineforJ, 

Do. 

Ballina, 

899 

Ballina, 

Do. 

Collooney, . 

698 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Kilfree, . 

147 

Boyle, 

Do. 

Total, . 

22,610 




From the returns obtained by the enumerators of agricultural statistics it appears 
that there were in June of this year 13,140 persons who had either left or intended 
to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers elsewhere. Of these, 
3,945 had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration. The corresponding number 
for 1884 was 14,413, showing a decrease of 1,273 or S'S per cent. 

From the returns collected by the enumerators of emigrants at Irish ports, together 
with the information furnished hy the authorities of the Midland Great Western 
Railway, it would appear that 33,520 agricultural labourers travelled as passengers 
journeying to seek employment at a distance from their homes. Comparing these 
figures with those for 1884. it appears there is au increase of 716. 

In the Midland Great Western Railway returns a small increase is observed, for in 
1SS4, 22,500 harvestmen were carried hy the Company, whereas in 1885 the number is 
•22, G 1 0, or 110 more than in the previous year. The number of harvestmen who travelled 
over this line in 1S33 was 22,111, in 1882 it was21,422,in 1881 it was 26,367, in 1880 it was 
2 / .639, in 1879 it was 22,679, in 1S78 it was 23,8S0, and in 1877 the number was 23,266. 

A discrepancy similar to that observed in 1883 and 1884 between the results obtained 
by the two methods is also observable in the statistics for 1885. 

It lias been ascertained that a considerable number of the agricultural labourers 
who migrate annually to England pay two visits. This is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 
ca ml ' ear * , aDc ^ that, “a large number remain in the counties near Dublin.” 

, num hers returned by the agricultural enumerators apparently (as mentioned in 
the Report for 1881), represent those who habitually pursue the avocation of migratory 
agricultural labourers. 

A review of the returns furnished by the agricultural enumerators shows that the 
total number of those in Ireland who pursued this particular kind of employment 
was, m the year '1885, 13,1 40, or at the rate of 2'5 per 1,000 of the population according 
to the Census of 1881. * * 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to minatory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(b.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings 

if any. 

IV. Their destination. 

l.—The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 


Table L — Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 
whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 3,000 
of the population for the years 1882, 1883, 1884, and 1885. 










Provinces and Counties. 

Population in 


r 6 



according to the Census of 

BSI. 


“ri"* 

Number in 

Number in 

last. 

Number in 
I8SS. 

in I8Si 

in 1BS3. 

in ISM. 

in 1865. 

Leinster Province : 
Carlow County, 

46,5GS 

2 

1 







Dublin „ 

418,910 

16 

19 

14 

1G 







Kildare „ 

75,804. 

14 

S 

19 

4 

0-2 

0-1 

0-3 

0-1 

Kilkenny „ 

99,531 

26 

35 

12 

4 

0-3 

0-4 

0-1 


King’s „ 

72,852 

6 

6 

10 

9 

01 

01 

0-1 

0-1 

Longford „ 

61,009 

123 

132 

77 

53 

2-0 

2-2 

1-3 

0-9 

Louth „ 

77,684 

184 

13S 

115 

113 

2-4 

1-8 

1-5 

1*5 

Meath „ 

87,469 

85 

53 

GS 

15 

1-0 

0-6 

0-8 

0-2 

Queen’s „ 

73,124 

3 

10 



1 


0-1 



"Westmeath ,, 

71,798 

19 

6 

7 

3 

0-3 

0-L 

0-1 


Wexford „ 

123,854 

35 

5 

9 

7 

0-3 



0-1 

01 

Wicklow „ 

70,386 

6 

— 

— 

1 

0-1 

— 

— 


Munster Province : 










Clare County, 

141,457 

15 

7 

12 

24 

0-1 

_ 

01 

0-2 

Cork „ 

495,607 

105 

120 

118 

47 

0-3 

0-2 

0-2 

0 1 

Kerry 

201,039 

111 

14S 

143 

57 

0-5 

0-7 

0-7 

0-3 

Limerick „ 

180,632 

32 

13 

22 

5 

0-2 

0-1 

0-1 



Tipperary „ 

199,612 

48 

18 

16 

11 

0-2 

0-1 

01 

01 

Waterford „ 

112,768 

46 

28 

21 

25 

0-4 

0-2 

0-2 

0-2 

Ulster Province : 










Antrim County, 

421,943 

94 

S4 

26 

36 

0-2 

0-2 

01 

01 

Armagh „ 

163,177 

58G 

535 

532 

417 

3-G 

3-3 

3-3 

2-6 

Cavan „ 

129,476 

193 

152 

180 

97 

1-5 

1-2 

1-4 

0-7 

Donegal „ 

206,035 

1,594 

1,314 

1,590 

1,603 

7-7 

C-4 

4 1 

7-8 

Down „ 

272,107 

282 

26S 

176 

116 

10 

1-0 

0-0 

0-4 

Fermanagh „ 

84,S79 

64 

43 

23 

26 

0-8 

0-5 

0-3 

0-3 

Londonderry „ 

164,991 

124 

109 

104 

91 

0-8 

0-7 

o-c 

0-5 

Monaghan „ 

102.74S 

244 

181 

194 

148 

2*4 

1-S 

1-9 

1-4 

Tyrone „ 

197,719 

272 

171 

113 

S3 

1*4 

0-9 

06 

0-4 

Connaught Province : 










Galway County, 

242,005 

1,953 

1,551 

1,415 

1,357 

S-l 

6-4 

5-8 

5-6 

Leitrim „ 

90,372 

523 

517 

397 

385 

5-S 

5-7 

4-4 

4-3 

Mayo „ 

245,212 

7,918 

7,169 

7,216 

6,586 

32-3 

29-2 

29-4 

2C-9 

Roscommon „ 

132,490 

1,454 

1,197 

1,200 

1,096 

11-0 

90 

9-1 

8-3 

Sligo „ 

111,578 

654 

742 

584 

704 

5-9 

6-7 

6-2 

6-3 

SusniART. 










Leinster Province, 

1,278,989 

519 

413 

331 

226 

0-4 

0-3 

0-3 

0-2 

Munster 

1,331,115 

357 

334 

332 

169 

0-3 

0-3 

0-2 

0-1 

Ulster 

1,743,075 

3,453 

2,857 

2,93S 

2,617 

2-0 

1-6 

1-7 

1-5 

Connaught „ 

821,657 

12,507 

11,176 

10,812 

10,128 

15-2 

13-6 

13-2 

12-3 

Total of Ireland, . 

5,174,836 

16,836 

14,780 

14,413 

13,140 

3-3 

2-9 

28 

2-5 
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6 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1885. 

More than three-fourths of the entire number, namely, 10,128, are natives of the 
Province of Connaught. Of these, 6,586 come, from the county of Mayo alone, which 
county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. Ihe railway 
returns point to a similar conclusion, as the persons who travelled on “ harvestmen’s 
tickets ” ' from the Railway stations situated in that county amount to 15,638, or 
nearly one-half of the number returned by the railway authorities and emigration 
enumerators combined. In 1841 also, Mayo, as pointed out in the Report for 18S0, 
was the principal source of these migratory labourers. It must not be forgotten that 
many who start from Mayo stations on the Midland Great Western Railway are 
natives of Sligo or Galway. The 6,586 returned on “Form M,” Agricultural Statistics, 
were distributed among the various poor law unions in Mayo ; the principal being 
Swineford, 3,061 ; Claremorris, 1,046 ; Castlebar, 992 ; the numbers being much smaller 
for the other unions (see Table II. and Table in Appendix). The numbers furnished by 
the other counties of Connaught are : — Galway, 1,357 ; Roscommon, 1,096 ; Sligo, 704 ; 
Leitrim, 385. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 2,617 : of these, 1,603 (or more than one-half) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions in this county include — Glenties, 643; Dunfanaghy,393; Millford,246; Iuishowen, 
155, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 1,437, showing that nearly all the 
migratory labourers of Donegal and more than half of all from Ulster are natives of the 
very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four unions. Of the 
Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which furnishes 417, 
of whom 238 are natives of Newry, 116 of Armagh, and Cl of Castleblayney union. 
The county of Down furnishes 116; Monaghan, 14S ; Cavan, 97; Londonderry, 91 ; 
Tyrone, 83 ; Antrim, 36 ; and Fermanagh, 26. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 226 migratory labourers. These are princi- 
pally natives of the counties of Louth and Longford, which respectively furnish 113 and 
53, or about three-fourths of the whole number from this province. The numbers fur- 
nished by the other counties of Leinster are very small, ranging from 16 in Dublin to- 
1 each in Queen’s and Wicklow. There are no migratory labourers from Carlow. 

The province of Munster furnishes 1 69. They are distributed as follows, among 
the various counties : — Kerry, 57 ; Cork, 47 ; Tipperary, 11 ; Waterford, 25 ; 
Limerick, 5 ; Clare, 24. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 1884 
it will be observed that while the total number of migratory labourers has diminished 
by 1,2/3, the decrease is by no means equally distributed. In the province of Leinster 
the numbers show a decrease of 105, or 31‘7 per cent.; in Munster a decrease of 163, or 49 - l 
percent. In these two provinces the numbers were so small in 1884 and 1885 that they 
could not have any appreciable effect on the social condition of the labouring classes or 
on the labour market. In Ulster the number in 1884 was 2,938, while in 1885 it is 
2.617, showing a decrease of 321, or 10 - 9 per cent. An increase of 13 occurred in 
Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the migratory labourers of Ulster. 
On referring to the figures for Connaught, it is found that the numbers fell from 
12,507 in 1882, to 11,176 in 1883, to 10,812 in 18S4, and to 10,128 in 1885, 
showing a decrease of 684, or 6'3 per cent., compared with the number for 1884. It 
thus appears that a large number of the inhabitants of Connaught still pursue the 
avocation of migratory labourers. Mayo still heads the list with the largest number, 
but shows a decrease of 630 compared with the previous year. 

II- Th e proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 
in the districts from which they come is a matter of more importance tha n the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population in 1881 is given. It will be observed tbat the proportion 
for the whole of Ireland is but 2 - 5 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is 
found that the proportion in Connaught is 12 3 per 1,000, in Ulster it is 1*5, in 
Leinster, 0 - 2, and in Munster, 0T. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
20-9 per 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 8*3 ; in Galway, 5'6 ; in Sligo, 6'3 ; and in 
Leitrim, 4 '3. 6 ’ 

In Ulster, the pioportion reached 7 - 8 in Donegal, but in all other counties it was under 
2-0 per 1,000 except Armagh, where it reached 2‘6 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1885. 


Table IL Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &c. — continued. 


Poon LiW Unions. 


Killala, . 
Killaruev, 
Kilnractfioraas. 
Kiiraallock, 
Kjlmli, . 

Letterkenny, . 

Lirauvudy, 

Limerick, 

Lisburn, . 
Liimore, . 

Lisnoskea, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 

Loughrea, 

Maeroom, 

Magherafolt, 

Mellow, . 
Manorhnmilton, 
Middleton, 
Millford, . 
Millstreet, 
MitcheLtown, . 
Mobil! , . 
Monaghan, 
Mounibellow, . 
Mountmellick, 


Mullingar, 

N'enagh, . 
Newcastle, 
Newport, . 
New Ross, 


Mayo, 


-rry. 

Waterford, 

Cork and Limerick. 
Clare, 

Cork, . 

Antrim, . 

Donegal, . 
Londonderry, . 

Clare and Limerick, 

Antrim and Down, 

Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Donegal and Londondi 
Longford, 

Gal wav, 


Londonderry, . 

Cork, 

Leitrim, . 

Cork, . . 

CorkT 1 ’ 1 

Cork and Limerick, 
Leitrim, . 
Monaghan, 

King's and Queen's, 

W i stmeath 

Kildare and Wicklow, 

Meath, 

Tipperary, . 

Limerick, . , 

Mayo, 

Carlow, Kilkenny, an i 
ford, 


| Population |‘ 
IBS!. 


10,156 

44,9511 

1(1,796 

32,610 

35,095 

21.980 

36,256 

15.571 

26,231 

75.U51 


A5.405 

59,611 

23,514 

25,237 


27,717 

29,135 

27.833 

23,921 

13,811 

18,764 

20,008 

35,047 

17,915 

34,696 

33,423 

39,905 

17,5111 

30,9110 

80.233 


37,333 

67,722 

42,921 



The following statement shows by Poor Law Unions the proportion of migratory 
labourers in all those districts where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population. 


Poon Law Usioss. 

Counties in which situated. 

Bate 

per 

1,900. 

Poor La.w_Ukioks. 

Counties In which situated. 

Bate 

per 

1,000. 

Swineford, 

Claremoms, 

Castlebar, . 
Castlereagli, 

Glennamaddy, . 
Diinfanaghy, , , 

Mayo, 

Do., . 

Do., . 

Mayo and Roscom- 
mon, . 

Galway, . 

Donegal, . 

57-0 

32-8 

30-7 

2G-3 

24-5 

23-5 

Newport, . 
Tobercurry, 
Mountbellew, 
Glenties, . 
Baltina, 

Tuam, . . 

Millford, . 

Mayo, 

Sligo, . 

Galway, . 

Donegal, . 

Mayo and Sligo, 
Galway, . 

Donegal, ... 

20-8 

19-3 

18-0 

17-1 

16-5 

10-6 

10-3 


The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light for it is found that 
no less than 11 '9 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion, reach 
4 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 3'3 per cent; in Donegal, 3'0 ; in Galway, 2 '3 ; 
in Sligo, 2'6; in Leitrim, 17; in Armagh, 1*0; in no other county does it reach 
1 per cent. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 
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Table III. — Showing for each Conntv anti Province the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers whose 
usual Residence is situated therein ; tho Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, according 
to the Census of 1881, anil the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. 



it u r 

Migratorr Agricultural 





rr.OVSSCES 1X0 CorXTIES. 

Mali's 'ill years 



Males HI tears 

LaU.ui 




N umber. 

Bate 

percent. 



Number. 

r e: cent. 

Leinster Province : 




Ulster Province : 




C'arlow Countv, 

12.7G1 





Antrim Countv, 

.101.139 



Dublin „ 

114.3G5 

1G 

— 

Armagh 

40,750 

417 

1-0 

Kildare ., 

24,202 

4 



Cavan „ 

33.707 

97 

0-3 

Kilkenny „ 

27,478 

4 

— 

Donegal ,, 

52.56G 

1,G03 

3-0 

King's „ 

20,949 

9 

— 

Down 

G7,7G3 

110 

0-2 

Longford „ 

1G.45S 

53 

0-3 

Femauagh „ 

23,047 


01 

Louth „ 

20.470 

113 

0-5 

Londonderry ., 

42,393 

91 

0-2 

Meath „ 

23,288 

15 

01 

Monaghan „ 

2G,83G 

14S 

0-G 

Queen’s „ 

20,700 

1 

— 

Tyrone „ 

32,444 

83 

0-2 

Westmeath „ 

20,530 

3 






Wexford „ 

34,06G 

7 



Connaught Province : 




Wicklow „ 

19,281 

1 

— 

Galway Countv, 

G0,75S 

1,357 

JL2 





Leitrim „ 

22,209 

385 

1-7 





Mayo „ 

55,403 

G.5SG 

11-9 





Roscommon „ 

33.144 

1.090 

3-3 

Mgnster Province : 




Sligo ,, 

20,934 

704 

2G 

Clare County, 

Cork ., 

36,483 
127, GIG 

24 

47 

01 

Summary. 




Kerry ,, 

48,070 

57 

0-1 

Leinster Province, . 

357,051 

22G 

0-1 


45.953 







Tipperary „ 

53,851 

11 

_ 

Ulster „ 

440.705 

2,017 

0-G 

Waterford „ 

29,379 

25 

01 

Connaught ,, 

198,508 

10,128 

5-1 





Total of Ireland, . 

1,337, DIG 

13,140 

10 


III . — The social position of tho Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder, and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table I V. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
13,140 Irish migratory labourers S,1S5 or 62'3 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage for each of the four provinces ot migratory labourers who are not land- 
holders is as follows : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Munster, 


Cl-5 


7G-5 

90-5 


Thus the landholding migratory labourers are proportionally much more numerous 
in Connaught than elsewhere. Again, the average amount of land held by those who 
are landholders is greater in Connaught than elsewhere. The number of landholders ; 
the number having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres : 
and the per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 

Number of Migratory Holders of Not exceeding Per-centage not 

Labourers who are Landholders, over five acres. Are acres. exceeding five acres. 


Connaught, . . 

3,897 

3,344 

553 

14-2 

Ulster, 

989 

722 

2G7 

27-0 

Munster, 

. 16 

11 

5 

SI -3 

Leinster, 

. 53 

29 

24 

45-3 


A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the conditions of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bear pretty much the same ratios as when 
considered by provinces. The proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix ; Mayo in this, as in nearly all other 
instances, shows the maximum of anomaly. Of the fi,58G natives of Mayo, 2,537, or 
3 8 ’5 per cent., are landholders, and of these 2,537 only 340, or 13‘4 per cent., occupied 
holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 18S5. 


Table IV.— Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area of their Holdings. 


Classification of Holdings in 
Statute Acres. 

Pnoviscjs. 

Total of Ireland. 

Leinster. 

Munster. 

Clfter. 

Connaught. 

No. of Migratory Agricultural 






Labourers not Landholders, 

173 

153 

1,628 

G,231 

8,185 

I No. having : — 








1 Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 

5 

2 

24 

25 

56 

Do. above 1’ 

Iff 

acres, . 

G 

2 

1G 

73 

97 

Do. „ 2 

u\ 

„ 

2 

— 

40 

94 

136 

Do. „ 3 

ll 

= „ 

4 

1 

95 

13S 

238 

Do. „ 4 

• 

» 

7 

— 

92 

223 

322 

1 Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 

24 

5 

2G7 

553 

849 

Holdings above 5 


flO acres. 

14 

2 

379 

1,427 

1,822 

Do. „ 10 

„s 

15 „ . 

8 

o 

133 

938 

1,086 

Do. „ 15 


20 „ . 

G 

3 

70 

520 

599 

Do. „ 20 

is 

25 „ . 

1 

2 

29 

217 

249 

Do. „ 23 

8 

30 „ . 

— 



29 

11T 

146 

Do. 30 


10 „ . 

— 

2 

33 

74 

109 

Do. above 40 

icres, 


— 

— 

44 

51 

95 

Gross Total, 



22G 

1G9 

2.G17 

10,128 

13,140 


I\'.—The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


rroTlnccs. 

Elsewhere in Ireland. 

England. 

Scotland. 

Leinster, 

89 

121 

16 

Munster-, 

110 

58 

1 

Ulster, . 

414 

574 

1,629 

Connaught, 

231 

9,525 

372 

Total, 

844 

10,278 

2,018 


It appears that 7S‘2 per cent, sought work in England, 15-4 per cent, in Scotland, 
and G'4 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 22G labourers, 137 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 89, or 39 4 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 169 labourers 59 sought work in Great Britain, and 110, or 65T 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 2,617 labourers 2,203 sought work in Great Britain (574 in England, 
and 1,829 in Scotland), while 414, or 1 5*8 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 10,128, 9,897 sought work in Great Britain (only 372 of these 
in Scotland), and but 231, or 2’3 per cent, in Ireland. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 


General Register Office, 

Charlemoxt House, Dcblin, 

3rd September, 1885. 


THOS. W, GRIMSHA.W, 

Reg istrar-General. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 

APPENDIX. 


Table showing by Counties nml Poor Low Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose usual Residence i= 
situated therein; the Area of t.ieir Holdings in Statute Acres ; the place in which they sought or intended to seek Emplov- 
; and tiio Number who had not left their Homes at the time (month of June, 1336) the Enumerators took the Returns. 


ment; 


Province of Leinster. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1883. 


Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, fee. — continual. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 18S5. 

Table showing, by Counties an! Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, <fcc. — continued. 

Province of Ulster. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 

Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourer.;, .fee .—continued. 
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16 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1885. 

Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, tlie number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, (be. — wniimed 


COUNTIES 

AND 

POOS LAW UNIONS. 

tt 

IL 

ill 

a 



SIiokatosv AoP.icm.miAi. LAnnmutn* hat 




r 

If 

=i 

Ie 

££ 

ZI 

p 

Where emploveo. 

lljll 

i 

j 

8 

7S 

il 

ii 

§f 

j s 

ii 

i- = 

I ? 

jf 

i§ 

fj 

Is 

jf 

u 

I s 
Is 

!l 

I I 

It 

11 

11 

< 

8 

31 

ii 
* s 

i 

J 

i 

< 

J 

M 

1 

| 

5 

| 

1 

E 

Slipo County. 

Butm, part of, . 
Boyle, ,, 

Drouore West, . 
Sligo, .... 
Toberccrry, 

5 

Gfi 

47 

307 



‘l 

3 

6 

'l 

’a 

3 

‘g 

19 

1 

3 

64 

i 

i 

- i 

61 

l 

3 

1 

23 

‘i 

9 

‘l 

1 

■ 1 
‘ 4 

'i 

’■i 

8 

83 

5C 

60 

497 

1 

79 

33 

11 

464 

7 

4 

41 

25 

io 

8 

8 

1 

Total, 

477 


2 

3 

3 

13 

27 

74 

64 

S3 

17 

2 

5 

«5 

704 

588 

81 

35 _ 


SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 

PROVINCES. 




















LeINsTEB, . 

173 

5 

C 

2 

4 

7 

24 

14 

8 

6 

1 




226 

121 

16 

83 

a 

MCSSTEB, . 

153 

2 

2 


1 


3 

2 

2 

3 

2 


2 


169 

50 

1 

no 


Ulster, 

1,628 

24 

16 

40 

35 

32 

267 

379 

138 

70 

20 

29 

33 

•44 

2,617 

574 

1,629 

414 


CONNAUGHT, . 

0,231 

23 

73 

34 

138 

223 

533 

1,427 

938 

320 

217 

117 

74 

51 

10,120 

9,523 

372 

231 


Total of Ireland, . 

0,103 

5G 

37 

136 

238 

322 

043 

1,022 

1,080 

599 

249 

146 

109 

93 

13,140 

10,270 

2,018 

| 

1 


a Consisting of I each of 41, 48, 49, 54, and 77 acre*. 


3>nus : Frln ted by Alex. Tnoat & Co. (Limited), 87, 88, * 89, Abbey-street, 

Tbo Queen’s Printing Office. 

For Her Malesty’s Stationery Office. 
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